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ABSTRACT

Three studies were conducted to evaluate the policies and procedures used by some local jurisdictions in California to
control land use impacts on anadromous fish and their habitat. The studies covered ten California counties and most
jurisdictions within the San Francisquito watershed in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties which is tributary to San
Francisco Bay. Populations of anadromous salmonids throughout California have declined precipitously over the past few
decades and several species are listed as threatened or endangered under federal and state endangered species acts.

There were three components to the studies: 1) reviewing all pertinent local agency policies and ordinances: 2) conducting
environmental audits at sites where land use activities had occurred; and 3) reviewing environmental and planning documents
associated with land development projects. The focus was on the degree to which direct or indirect impacts on fish habitat
were identified and mitigated. Recommendations for improving policies and procedures were provided on the basis of study
findings.

Results of the policy and ordinance review indicated virtually no direct reference to anadromous fish habitat in any
published documents. Environmental audits revealed instances of ineffective control over impacts on riparian zones, instream
habitat, floodplain functions and stream flow. As a rule, Jjurisdictions in the urbanized counties and cities had more stringent
environmental protection policies, more requirements for mitigating impacts due to land development and more detailed
environmental review procedures.

The consortiums of counties that initiated two of the studies used the findings and recommendations to make changes in
policies and procedures. Direct actions have occurred in most counties, such as removal of fish migration barriers and
changes in road maintenance procedures. Projects beneficial to anadromous fish are also underway in the San Francisquito
watershed,

Key words: anadromous salmonids, environmental planning, environmental assessment, California, Five County Group,
FishNet 4C, San Francisquito Watershed Council

INTRODUCTION

Three studies were undertaken to evaluate the policies and procedures used by some local jurisdictions in northern
California to control land use impacts on anadromous fish and their habitat (Harris and Kocher 1998; Harris and others 2001;
Harris and Kocher 2005). The common objective of these studies was to determine the degree to which regulatory policies
and procedures and direct actions such as county road maintenance acknowledged potential impacts and mitigated them. The
studies were initiated by consortiums of county governments (Five Counties Group and the Fishery Network of the Central
California Coastal Counties) and the San Francisquito Watershed Council. These organizations include ten California
counties and all jurisdictions within the San Francisquito watershed in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties, California.

Populations of anadromous salmonids have declined precipitously throughout California and several species are listed as

threatened or endangered under state and federal endangered species acts, Many streams no longer sustain viable runs of
salmon and steelhead trout (Weitkamp, 1995). Factors affecting anadromous salmonid populations include harvest levels,
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